Think-Pair-Share

Think-pair-share (TPS) is a collaborative learning strategy where students work together
to solve a problem or answer a question about an assigned reading.

This strategy requires students to
(1) Think individually about a topic or answer to a question; and
(2) Share ideas with classmates.

Discussing with a partner maximizes participation, focuses attention and engages students in
comprehending the reading material.

When to use: ® Before reading © During reading O After reading

How to use: C Individually ® With small groups = Whole class setting

Why use think-pair-share?

It helps students to think individually about a topic or answer to a question.

It teaches students to share ideas with classmates and builds oral communication skills.
It helps focus attention and engage students in comprehending the reading material.

How to use think-pair-share

Decide upon the text to be read and develop the set of questions or prompts that target key
content concepts.

Describe the purpose of the strategy and provide guidelines for discussions.
Model the procedure to ensure that students understand how to use the strategy.

Monitor and support students as they work through the following:

T : (Think) Teachers begin by asking a specific question about the text. Students “think" about
what they know or have learned about the topic.

P : (Pair) Each student should be paired with another student or a small group.

S : (Share) Students share their thinking with their partner. Teachers expand the "share™ into a
whole-class discussion.
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